IOT North America
nmc@thanateros.org
IOT North America Admissions Process

Applications are appraised by one of our Application Reviewers.  The most exemplary candidates are invited to a casual interview in person or by phone.  If a candidate's application is accepted, he or she is then considered a novice of the Pact, and he or she begins a course of practices entitled, Liber MMM, which is charted through a journal or private blog.  Liber MMM is found in the book, Liber Null & Psychonaut by Peter J. Carroll, and is published by Samuel Weiser.  You may find this book in occult stores in North America or online through amazon.com

The novice's practice occurs with the guidance of a mentor, whom is a member of the Pact in good standing.  Liber MMM, as an entrance requirement to the Pact, is performed for a minimum of 6 months, yet depending upon experience and discipline may take as long as 18 months.  MMM practice is expected to take between 30 minutes to an hour each day.  Breaks or missed days should be rare and if amounting to more than two days a month, result in time added to the end of novitiate.  In order to be considered for initiation, the novice meets targets set by the mentor during the novitiate period.  In the case that the novice is unwilling to do so, then the novice may be dismissed at any time.

Once approved by the mentor, the novice undergoes an initiation to the level of Neophyte (4) through the Temple most convenient to the novice's location, and is then able to participate fully throughout the Pact by attending temple, national and international meetings.  (NB. Some temples invite novices to their meetings, an oath of silence is offered by the novice in this instance.)

IOT North America section functions as a flourishing, close-knit organization committed to excellence & innovation in magic, and to each other.  Pro-activity and co-activity are encouraged between members.  Strength of the group mind and friendship are consolidated by a code of privacy, trust and good communication.  Individual temples retain autonomy in terms of activity and privacy.  IOT North America sets high standards of admission. 

IOT APPLICATION

If you reside in the USA or Canada, and you would like to apply to become an IOT novice, please complete the following application.

We treat your information as highly confidential and do not share your information with anyone.


Please return your completed application to nmc@thanateros.org

If you do not receive an automatic email response to your application within an hour of sending your application, please contact inquiry@thanateros.org


BASIC INFORMATION

Please include the following information:

· Your Name

· Your Email Address

· Your Age

· Your Gender

· Your Location of Residence

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL ACCOUNT

Please write an autobiographical account relating to your magical and mundane history. Include the most significant magical or literary texts relevant to your magical or personal evolution, and any strongly relevant psychonautic experiences or influences. 

QUESTIONNAIRE

1. For how long have you known about chaos magic, and how did you first hear about it?

2. How long have you known about the IOT?

3. From where or whom do you draw inspiration for your magical gestalts and workings?

4. List the magical systems you have worked within, and the approximate duration of each.

5. What skills can you offer the Pact in terms of magical or mundane administration?

6. How would membership with the IOT affect your own personal standards?

7. If you discovered you lived 2 hours away - via your usual means of transport - from the closest IOT temple, how many meetings a year would you attend?  (If there were 12 meetings a year.)

8. Have you ever belonged to a magical organization or group?  (Yes /No)

If the answer is "Yes", please provide the following information:

a. List each magical group/organization in which you have been an active member. Please include the duration of time spent as a member of the organization.  (eg. Rune Gild, 200 Years.)

b. If your oaths permit, please list specific duties within each group/organization.

c. What are your expectations of the IOT with respect to your personal experience with other groups or organizations?

9. Consider individual responsibility.  How responsible do you consider yourself to be, concerning your own affairs?

10. Consider social responsibility.  How responsible are you toward other people?

11. For how long do you wish to be an active member of the IOT?

12. Have you ever experienced paranoia over a long duration of time (more than a week)?

13. List any hobbies or obsessions.

14. What would you like to gain by joining the IOT?

15. Describe briefly what you consider to be your most innovative magical working.  Why did you find it innovative?

16. Describe any innovative theories or ideas relating to magic or its practice, which you have formulated.

17. What do you consider to be your most significant achievement resulting from a magical working or series of workings?

18. How would you describe your sense of humor?

Below is a brief account of the Pact, Liber Pactionis by Peter J Carroll…

The

Magical Pact 

of the

ILLUMINATES OF THANATEROS

The Order and its Quest

The secrets of magic are universal and of such a practical, physical nature as to defy simple explanation.  Those beings who realize and practice such secrets are said to have achieved mastership.  Masters will, at various points in history:  inspire adepts to create magic, mystic, religious, or even secular orders to bring others to mastership.  Such orders have at certain times openly called themselves the Illuminati; at other times secrecy has seemed more prudent.  The mysteries can only be preserved by constant revelation.  In this, the Illuminates Of Thanateros continues a tradition perhaps seven thousand years old, yet the Order in the outer has no history, although it is constituted as a satrap of the Illuminati. 

In an Order with no past there is nowhere to conceal the future from the present.  It takes its name from the gods of sex and death, Eros and Thanatos.  Apart from being humanities greatest obsessions and motivating forces, sex and death represent the positive and negative methods of attaining magical consciousness.  Illumination refers to the inspiration, enlightenment, and liberation resulting from success with these methods. 

The specific purpose for which the Illuminates Of Thanateros is constituted, is to aid in determining what form the, as yet, embryonic fifth aeon will manifest.  Its task, although historic, consists in disseminating magical knowledge to individuals.  For at no time since the first aeon has humanity stood in such need of these abilities to see its way forward. 

Since the inception of the Chaos Magic current, some individuals have elected to work alone; whilst others have worked in concert, in a loose configuration of allied groups.  The Magical Order of the IOT has in practice functioned as a highly creative disorder.  This creative disorder has spawned, among other things, a structure known as "The Pact".  The Pact is, in contradistinction to the usual implications of such a name, a friendly society for mutual support and encouragement in the field of magic.  The Magical Pact of the IOT represents another phase of the current of Chaos Magic in which it's practitioners elect to work as an integrated force.  The Pact is a vehicle for the pursuit of the Great Work of magic and the pleasures and profits attendant upon this quest.  The Pact also acts as a psycho-historic force in the battle for the Aeon. 

Historically, all magical and mystical organizations have used the Hierarchical Gambit to create pressure for excellence on those working at all levels of the hierarchy.  Yet, positions of mastery within these organizations have often depended more on questionable claims to authority from concealed sources, than from technical accomplishments.  Inevitably, the calling of such bluffs has led to the undoing of these organizations.  However, this old mechanism is not without it's merits.  The Guru and Chela put each other under enormous pressure and if the Chela finally rebels both may gain greatly, although it can as easily end in disaster. 

Now, whereas most individuals are relatively sane and competent; most organizations act as though mad and stupid.  This is because most organizations permit only positive feedback from below.  Thus, those at the top are condemned to bask in deceitful reflections of their own expectations and to issue even more inappropriate directives. 

The structure of the Pact overcomes these traditional problems whilst retaining the invaluable pressure created by an hierarchical structure.  Within the temples of the Pact, all members are encouraged to volunteer techniques and concepts for experimentation and appraisal, the grade structure merely recognizes technical magical competence and organizational responsibility. 

Those in higher grades must refrain from commenting on the lifestyle, personal behavior, tastes, and morality of other members.  Yet the structure of the Pact forces a constant stream of negative feedback to arise from below by institutionalizing rebellion in the office of Insubordinate.  Thus as soon as a fair mastery of technique and organization is attained, the Magister Templi, Adept, or Magus suddenly becomes subject to intense criticism as a teacher and individual, and this is counted as a great reward. 

The Pact is constituted in four grades; Neophyte, Initiate, Adept, and Magus, numbered respectively 4th, 3rd, 2nd, and 1st degrees.  Aspirants to the Pact are given the title Novice.  In addition there are four offices:

The Priest or Priestess of Chaos may be taken as a side degree of the 3rd or 2nd degree. 

The office of Magister Templi designates the coordinator of the activities of a particular temple and may be held by anyone of the 3rd degree and above. 

The Archivist is responsible for the records of a temple. 

The office of Insubordinate may be held by anyone of the 3rd degree.  The Insubordinate is a personal assistant to another member of the Pact and acts as a goad, inspector, and critic to that member. 

The Pact is a self-perpetuating oligarchy.  Advancement into a grade occurs at the invitation of those in that grade and in higher grades.  The basic agreement implicit in membership of the Pact is that higher grades provide organization, facilities and material, in return for which the lower grades provide whatever mundane or magical services that may be reasonably demanded of them.  Ultimate appeal may be made to the Council of the 1st degree. 

THE TEMPLES OF THE PACT

A temple of the Pact may only be founded by an Adept or Magus, or by an Initiate sponsored by an Adept or Magus, who will periodically inspect the work of the temple.  A temple consists of an assembly of its members and may be convened in any enclosed or open space where privacy can be assured.  The Magister Templi will keep a record of addresses through which members of his temple can be contacted.  Such records must not be kept in such a way that they reveal membership details to outsiders.  The Magister Templi of a temple will also supply his superiors in the Pact with an address through which his temple can be contacted and they will keep it in like fashion.  Members may belong to more than one temple.  For example an Initiate in a sponsored temple may need to join the temple of his sponsoring Adept or Magus to receive specialized teaching and advancement to the next grade.  All temples adopt a characteristic name by which they are known within the Pact. 

THE PACT

Most occult traditions have complex and highly ordered, otherworld cosmologies and metaphysical theories.  Yet their accompanying magical techniques are frequently a shambles.  In contradistinction to all this, one of the fundamental insights of Chaos Magic is that if magical technique is sharply delineated, it will work because the universe itself is more of a shambles than it appears.  Or perhaps I should more respectfully say that it has the magical property of confirming most of the interpretations placed upon it.  Thus a wide variety of metaphysical paradigms can be made to fit, even if mutually exclusive. 

So when selecting from the Supermarket of Belief, the critical question for the Chaoist is:  how effective are the accompanying magical techniques?  Hence Chaoist magic is characterized by it's cavalier attitude to metaphysics and it's puritanical devotion to empirical techniques. 

For some time, Chaoist orthodoxy has had it that cavalier metaphysics and DIY mythology are incompatible with the formal structure of a magical teaching order.  However, this need not be so if it is only technique that is being taught and practiced.  Experience has shown that people come together and engage in highly productive exchanges of practical expertise, and that a formal structure and a division of labor encourage this.

  
The Magical Pact of the Illuminates Of Thanateros, or the Pact for short, is an organizational structure for those wishing to perform Chaos type magic in company with others of like mind. The Pact exploits the device of a graded hierarchy, with certain checks and balances, and is delighted to admit candidates with the drive and initiative to rise rapidly through it's structure. 

Every occult revival begets a magical child or two and Chaoist Magic is the major synthesis to emerge from the occult renaissance of the last twenty years.  The Pact is amongst the prime vehicles designed to develop and carry forward that synthesis well into the next millennium.  It is likely that the Pact will be to the end of this century and the beginning of the next, rather more than what the G. D. was in it's time, a century ago. 

In practice a number of the formal devices of the Pact are treated somewhat more lightly than the written conventions might lead one to suppose, with members styling themselves with such oddities as Frater Vacuity or Soror Impropriety and so on, in deliberate parody of tradition.  The prime functions of the grade structure are to provide a mechanism for the exclusion of certain psychotic misanthropes and neurotic creeps who are sometimes attracted to such enterprises and to ensure that which needs organizing is duly attended to. 

Copyright "Liber Null and Psychonaut" by Peter J. Carroll (Weiser 1987 ISBN 0877286396)

